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April 26. 1901 91 g 

MEXICO. 

Typhus fever in the City of Mexico. 

Vera Ckuz, Mexico, April 12, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to inclose a clipping from the Mexican Herald, 
of April 11, for your information, in which it is stated there is an out- 
break of typhus fever. 

Eespectfully, D. E. Dudley, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[For deaths from typhus fever in the City of Mexico see Weekly mortality table, for- 
eign and insular cities, Public Health Reports January, February, March, and 
April.] 

Feport from Vera Oruz — Danger from smallpox at Merida — Yellow fever 

at Coatzacoalcos. 

Vera Cruz, Mexico, April 11, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the trans- 
actions at this station for the week ended April 6, 190 L : 

There have been 30 deaths from all causes during the past seven days. 
La grippe and scarlet fever seem to be quite prevalent and a death has 
occurred from each of these diseases during the week. 

Two cases of yellow fever are reported, one of them being in the 
military hospital. 

During the wfiek 6 vessels were inspected and given bills of health. 
The Ward Line steamer Yucatan sailed for New York via Havana on 
April 6, with 95 passengers. She was to have sailed on the day before, 
but a heavy norther springing up suddenly, delayed her departure. 
The storm broke out in all its fury while the vessel and crew were under- 
going inspection, compelling all boats to leave her sides without delay, 
and detaining your medical officer on board nearly fourteen hours. 

The smallpox situation in Merida, Yucatan, is a matter giving much 
trouble and concern. The Ward Line steamers touch at Progreso on 
their way to Vera Cruz and on the return trip to Havana, for pas- 
sengers. 

Nearly all passengers taken on at that port come from Merida, and I 
am informed that almost every dwelling in Merida has been visited by 
the disease. TJnless the passenger baggage for Vera Cruz, as well as 
the baggage for Havana and New York, is disinfected at Progreso before 
shipment, the attempt to keep these vessels free from smallpox infection 
will be of little avail. 

Pending the consideration of better arrangements, I have instructed 
the captains of the Ward Line to stow all Progreso baggage separately 
and not to permit any of it in the second-class and steerage depart- 
ments. I doubt if the captains will be able to keep any of the hand 
baggage out of the first-class cabins, but these passengers from Pro- 
greso can be assigned separate and special staterooms. Disinfection of 
these compartments could be performed on arrival here after the dis- 
embarkation of the passengers. 

Yellow fever prevails extensively at Coatzacoalcos, a point 125 miles 
south of Vera Cruz. Eeconstructive work is being performed on the 
railroad running from that point to Salina Cruz, and several thousand 
Italians are employed upon this work. 



